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be made up in such form and with such particulars as may be directed by the 
Trea~ury, and such accounts shall be audited by the Comptroller and Auditor
General as public accounts in accordance with such regulations as the Treasury 
may make, and shall be laid before Parliament together with his report thereon. 
(2) If at the end of any financial year the Treasury, after communication with 
the Board of Agriculture or the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council as the 
case may be, are satisfied that the balance standing to the credit of either of 
the said cattle pleuro-pneumonia accounts or any part of such balance will not 
be required for the purposes of this Act, they may (a) in the case of the cattle 
pleuro-pneumonia account for Great Britain direct such balance or part to be 
paid in the proportions provided by this section into the local taxation accounts 
and the local taxation (Scotland) account, in repayment of any sums which 
have been paid to the cattle pleuro-pneumonia account out of the said local taxa
tion accounts; and (b) in the case of the cattle pleura·pneumonia account of the 
General Cattle Diseases Fund direct such balance or part to be paid into the 
general account of the said fund in repayment of any sums which have been 
paid out of the said general account for the purposes of this Act; and in either 
case the Treasury may direct any balance or part which may not be required 
for such repayment to be paid to the Exchequer. (3) The proportions in 
which any sum is to be paid out of or into the local taxation account and the 
local taxation (Scotland) account under this Act shall be 88 per cent. of such 
sum out of or into the local taxation account, and 12 per cent. out of or into 
the local taxation (Scotland) account. (.J.) All moneys paid under this Act 
out of or into the local taxation account shall in account be charged against or 
credited to the proceeds of the probate duty. (5) All moneys paid under 
this Act out of or into the local taxation (Scotland) account shall in account 
be charged against or credited to the sum distributable among the parochial 
boards under subsection five of section twenty-two of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act, 1889, and the sum so distributable shall be diminished or 
increased accordingly. (6) Payments out of and into the said cattle pleuro
pneumonia accounts and all other matters relating to the accounts and to the 
moneys standing to the credit of the accounts shall be made and regulated in 
such manner as the Treasury direct. 

7. Section 21 of the principal Act is hereby repealed from the heginning of 
the section to the words" under this section." 

8. (I) This Act may be cited as the Contagious Diseases (Animals) (Pleuro
pneumonia) Act, 1890, and so far as is consistent with the tenor thereof, 
shall be construed as one with the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, 
1878, to 1886. (2) The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, 1878 to 1886, 
and this Act may be cited together as the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
1878 to 1890. (3) The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, is in this 
Act referred to as the principal Act. 

--------- ---

TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 

IN the House of Commons, on the 24th inst., Mr Knowles called 
attention to the subject of tuberculosis in cattle, and to the expediency 
of scheduling that disease under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Acts. He pointed out that tuberculosis was very contagious, one animal 
suffering frequently communicating it to a whole herd. It could be 
communicated to human beings. There was a remarkable Scottish case, 
where the workers on a particular farm were found to have consumption 
to a large extent. On that farm many animals had tuberculosis. The 
particular cattle shed was pulled down, and consumption apparently ceased. 
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Dairy cattle seemed most liable to tuberculosis, and it affected the milk. 
The disease was particularly prevalent among Ayrshire cattle, which had a 
small, narrow chest, and in shorthorn herds of pedigree stock. After referring 
to the danger of contamination to human beings from milk or flesh unless 
thoroughly cooked, he said that animals were sent from Edinburgh, where 
there was a very good inspection, to Glasgow and elsewhere. These animals 
were commonly known as "mincers" - a name which suggested very 
unpleasant consequences, and they were sold at from 3os. to £3 or £4 each. 
In Edinburgh, if an animal was in good condition, if its glands were not 
affected, and if the flesh was sound, the animal was passed in the slaughter
house, but if the glands were at all affected the animal was condemned. He 
noticed from a report in a trade paper that still more stringent regulations 
had just been made in Edinburgh. At Paisley the Local Authorities tried to 
stop the sale of the milk of cattle suffering from tuberculosis. He hoped the 
right hon. gentleman might devise some way of dealing with the subject 
in an equitable way, and if he would receive a deputation from those interested 
-the breeders, farmers, dealers, and butchers-he might receive some infor
mation which might assist him in devising measures to mitigate. the evil. 

Dr FARQUHARSON said the subject was no mere doctor's fad, but a question 
of enormous importance. The bacillus in the flesh of an animal affected by 
tuberculosis was not always destroyed by cooking; and with regard to milk, 
it had been conclusively proved that consumption had been communicated to 
men and animals by contaminated milk. One of the most prominent causes 
of tuberculosis among human beings was starvation, bad ventilation, and 
unfavourable hygienic conditions, and .that was, unfortunately, too often the 
case of the poor people. They were consequently fit subjects for contagion, 
and as it had been proved that this disease could be communicated to human 
beings by drinking the milk of cattle suffering from tuberculosis, he thought it 
was the duty of the Agricultural Department to try and find some remedy. 
He believed the disease could be stamped out among the lower animals if it 
were only scheduled like pleuro-pneumonia and other diseases. 

Mr C. GRAY thought it would be impossible to schedule this disease in the 
same way as other diseases. It was more a question for the Agricultural 
Department to get information and to go in for wholesale slaughter. 

Mr MARK STEWART, speaking from the point of view of the breeder, 
thought a system of inspectors going from one farm to another in search of 
this disease would not be tolerated by the farming classes. The real persons 
to find out the state of health of milking cattle were those who attended them. 
He hoped the Agricultural Department would endeavour to find out whether 
there was not some remedy for this disease, which in his district, where they 
had some 12,000 milch cows, was on the increase. He thought much good 
might be done, so far as the public was concerned, by a more stringent 
method of preventing the sale for food of cattle suffering from tuberculosis. 
This was one of the subjects which the Board of Agriculture ought to take up 
and investigate. But he did not think they would be justified in dealing 
with it, with the information now in their possession. 

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD of AGRICULTURE said there could be no 
question of the importance of the' subject, and he would be only too glad to 
give whatever assistance might lie in his power to arrive at some solution of it. 
If he did understand the hon. gentleman's mode of getting rid of the disease, 
he doubted whether it was within the power of the Board of Agriculture to 
accomplish it. This disease was not limited by any means to cattle. Man 
was the animal most liable to it. So that this was a question which could 
not be confined to the Board of Agriculture alone. The deaths due to this 
disease in the case of the human species averaged 14' per cent., and in certain 
towns, such as Paisley, for instance, it was 17'5. Now, in the case of milch 
cows, more subject to the disease than any other animal, in Dublin, where 
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there were an enormous number of milch cows, it was found amongst the 
animals slaughtered under the recent order that only IJ:9 were affected with 
the disease, as against 14 or IS per cent. in the case of human beings. In 
Great Britain the percentage varied from 3 to 17 per cent., and in Germany 
from I to 20 per cent., according to the district. With every desire to 
arrive at a solution, he must say, looking to the fact that this was a disease 
from which man suffered more than any other animal, and the difference of 
opinion which prevailed amongst scientists, he regarded it more as a question 
for scientists and experts than for the President of the Board of Agriculture. 
He was not in a position, nor did he think it his duty, to go into the question 
of what effect eating the flesh of a tuberculous animal had. It was a question 
which ought to be authoritatively settled in the first place, and then no doubt it 
would be fitting to take into consideration what measures ought to be adopted 
to deal with it among cattle. He had not scheduled the disease, because he 
was afraid to raise expectations which he thought would be dOl;med to dis
appointment, nor did he think by doing so that he advanced interests of those 
largely engaged in the cattle trade. In the course of a few days he hoped 
to ask the House to sanction further legislation with reference to pleuro
pneumonia, because he was confident that by adopting stringent measures it 
might be extirpated from the country j but he did not think there was any such 
hope in the case of tuberculosis, unless there was to be a universal slaughter 
of human beings affected with it, as well as cattle, for it was well known that 
man could communicate the disease to animals. He was sorry he was unable 
to reply more hopefully, but this was a question full of difficulty, and it had 
hardly arrived at a stage at which he could deal with it effectually. 

Sir L. PLAYFAIR, while agreeing that the time had not arrived for schedul
ing the disease, was not satisfied with the speech of the right hon. gentleman. 
When the subject of creating an Agricultural Department was before the 
House, he pointed out that it would do no good if it were to be a mere 
Departmental affair. In America the Agricultural Department had its 
chemists, its microscopists, its embryologists, and many scientific men, who 
carried out most important investigations. Why should they not have the 
same in this country? It was a most formidable fact that this disease was on 
the increase among children, owing to the drinking of milk from cows affected 
with tuberculosis. This disease ought to receive the attention of the Govern
ment, and he hoped the Minister of Agriculture would be able to induce the 
Government to do something to prevent the sale of tuberculous milk as an 
article of human food. 

After some remarks from Mr W. F. LAURANCE and Mr GERALD BALFOUR, 
the subject dropped.-Tlle Scotsman. 
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